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MISSION MEXICO INTERNATIONAL 

Greetings from MMI 
“Bringing the Good News of Salvation  

to the people of Mexico” 

1

MMI Friends and partners 
in the expansion of the 
Gospel, I would like to 
greet you in the name that 
is above all names.  This 
time let us declare 
together that Jesus our 
Savior is born.   

2

We are almost ready to 
celebrate Christmas and 
we are full of the spirit that 
such a celebration brings.  
Rejoice as you share with 
the world these glad 
tidings of comfort and joy!     

Continued Page 2 
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We continually thank and praise God for 
congregations and individuals like you who 
partner with us to continue “Bringing the Good 
News of Salvation to the people of Mexico”.  Here 
are some specific areas of need we have as we 
look forward to meeting the vision God has put 
on our hearts for 2014 and beyond. 
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• Monthly Partners - The ministry of MMI relies heavily 
on monthly and quarterly partner commitments.  

• Musical Instruments, Projectors and Laptops-Our 
youth grow-up in our congregations quickly learning 
instruments from each other and then leading 
worship. 

• Ministry Travel - Our largest expense, apart from 
regular ministry expenses, is travel for our Pastors 
to attend the LCMC annual gathering. 

Gifts to Mission Mexico International 
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You are important 
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We thank and praise God for 
you and your work with MMI.  
Find out how you can 
continue to help MMI 

Pastor Juan Vazquez 
Family of God - Zapopan, 
Jalisco, Mexico 

Pastor Enrique Estrada 
Spirit of Faith - Apodaca, Mexico 
Spirit of Joy - Monterrey, Mexico 

Pastor Victor Barbosa 
Good Shepherd - Rio Bravo, 
Tampaulipas, Mexico 
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Greetings From 
Pastor Enrique Estrada 

 

Continued from Page 1 

Another year is gone and we continue sharing the News 
of Salvation in our ministry in Mexico.  After these two 
decades of ministry we have experienced fully what it 
means to be a true Christian in an environment where 
people are more inclined to manifest a lifestyle that fits 
more to what the world requires than to what God 
teaches us in his word.  To survive as a Christian in 
Mexico can be a difficult task.  As in many other parts of 
the world Christianity is under the attacks of the enemy.  
We live on a very secularized world and each day is 
harder to express your faith without feeling that your 
approach is judgmental and old fashioned.  So, we as a 
Lutheran Church in Monterrey, Guadalajara and Rio 
Bravo are committed to continue proclaiming the 
unaltered Gospel, keeping it as pure as we can.  Our 
objective since MMI was born has been to establish a 
Lutheran Church with a different approach.   As time 
passes I can see that our goal is being fulfilled.  The ride 
has not been an easy one.  On the way we lost people, 
we fail again and again.  Now we are able to proclaim 
Jesus is Lord and that He has been with us along the 
way.  The transformation of the people is more profound 
when we are able to help them to cope with their sins, 
when people recognize that they really need Jesus in 
their hearts and in their daily lives.  Then they get the 
desire to live accordingly to what they believe now.  

Pastor Enrique Estrada 
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As you’re aware, the work we are doing in our 
communities is profound.  We want God to go 
deep into the hearts of the people and create 
them anew to the point that they now are living 
completely for Jesus.  One of the greatest tools 
that we have received from God to evangelize is 
our testimony.  Our experience with Him is our 
faith story.   

Serving two small congregations in the Metro 
Area of Monterrey has been a great opportunity 
to apply what I have shared with you.  2013 and 
2014 were years of deep growth in areas where 
we thought we were mature already, and yet, we 
found ourselves weak and looking for help from 
the head of the church, Jesus the Master.   

My ministry is interconnected with Pastor Victor 
Barbosa in Rio Bravo.  He is a man who serves 
God from his heart.  He is challenged in many 
ways to proclaim the true gospel in a community 
where others adulterate the Gospel.  As times, 
people do not want to respond to his preaching 

Ministry Update: Spirit of Joy & Spirit of Faith 

2

based on the wrong doings of other Christians.  
But he is faithful, and God is honoring that. 

Pastor Juan Vazquez is my other partner in the 
ministry in our country.  He decided to go to a 
different city to start a new congregation.  The 
main challenge he has is to proclaim the gospel 
in a community where people use religion as a 
controlling tool to stop people from experiencing 
true freedom in Christ.  People are dying in their 
sins without hope.  As Juan brings this fresh 
wind to the lives of the people in Guadalajara, 
we see how his congregants start breathing 
fresh air and becoming alive in Jesus.  

So Brothers and Sisters in Christ, pray for us 
and continue supporting our ministry in any way 
you can.  God is at work in Mexico!  I know God 
is with us.  Jesus is born.  He will save the world 
from their sins.  I really thank all of you for 
believing in what God is doing in Mexico. 

Pastor Enrique Estrada 



 

December 2014    www.lcmc-mmi.org 

MMI Volume 23 Issue 1   December 2014 

4 

Ministry Update:  
Good Shepherd  

 

Good Shepherd 

 

Greetings and blessings to you from Good Shepherd in Rio 
Bravo!  

Thank you all who have supported us in our ministry here in 
Mexico!  This past year, in January, we repaired some 
damage to our church building and we installed the new floor.  
Our desire now is to focus on purchasing tables and chairs, 
so badly needed for all the activities at our church.  

We are grateful for the sewing machines that have been 
brought to us.  With these machines we have been able to 
provide sewing courses to our community.  Our sewing 
classes provide a service to our colony.  However, we also 
designate time to share the Gospel during the classes.  

Through continued evangelization, we are finding people from 
other communities around us that are inviting others to be a 
part of the great family of God.   

Every month we collect food boxes that we then share with 
families in great need.  After sharing the pantry boxes with 
them we, then share the Gospel.  Half way through the year 
we hold our Vacation Bible School for both children and 
adults.  A celebration is held at the end of the week with 
certificates presented to all participants!   

Our upcoming activities at Good Shepherd include our 
December celebrations, in particular the gift of the birth of 
Jesus Christ for the entire community of Rio Bravo.  

For next year’s Holy Week, we will have our annual retreat in 
which we teach the true meaning of the sacrifice of Christ on 
the cross.  There are activities for all ages and we end our 
retreat time together on Saturday on the beach of 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas.   

We are also thankful for each trip from Larry and Gwen 
Seever.  It’s an exciting time as, twice each year, their visits 
bring clothing to the community, the Good News of Salvation, 
and help making improvements to our church building.   

Pastor Victor Barbosa 
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Ministry Update:  
Family of God 

 

Family of God 

 

Greetings and blessings to you from Family of God in 
Zapopan!  Our first every Sunday service started on February 
23, 2014 with an attendance of 12 people.  Today we are 
meeting with an average of 15-20 adults and youth!  Through 
the preaching of the Word of God in Bible Study, prayer, 
worship and continuous co-existence we are dedicated to 
bringing the message of Jesus to people who do not know 
him, and strengthening the faith of those attending our little 
church.  Our name comes the desire for people to feel they 
are not only part of a church but in a family and spiritual 
home.  People find refuge in our home and feel loved and 
accept with the unconditional love of God.  God has brought 
to us people with destroyed lives, broken families, those 
facing suicides, young people involved in gangs and drugs, 
broken marriages, financial problems, and youth with 
troubled identities.  We help them face their problems, share 
the message of God, and pray for them.  Additionally, we 
share our food and invite them into our lives.  Young people 
like to spend time in our home.  Many of them are learning to 
play instruments as we involve them in our worship time.  It 
provides a distraction from a world of gangs, drugs and 
negative and sinful habits, by providing other activities to 
help encourage and strengthen their spiritual life instead. 

At Easter we celebrated the Resurrection and on Mother’s 
Day we made a special meal for the Mother’s to honor them. 
When we initially planned for VBS, we did not have the 
financial resources to fund activities.  But we are blessed by 
the willingness of people from our church.  We gathered 
clothing and other used items and then sold them at the 
street market.  The money was used to buy colors, glue, 
scissors, food and refreshments for children, and some small 
gifts. We handed out 500 invitations to homes, a sports park 
and the streets of our community. We had between 40-50 
children attend!  (Last year we had 25). We are the first and 
only Christian/Lutheran church to do something like this in 
such a heavy Catholic Community. We are also blessed by all 
the people that travel here with such a missionary spirit!  

Our goal for the coming year is to reach more people for 
Jesus Christ. Your prayers for our church are appreciated!  

Pastor Juan Vazquez  
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So much of the ministry of MMI 
depends on you.  We have a whole 
host of ways you can partner with 
us.  Here are some items on our 
wish list for all the congregations 

• Pastoral training 
• Planting new congregations 
• Support for our pastors 

children as they grow and  
study 

• Instruments, sound systems  
and amplifiers to support our 
worship activity 

• VBS materials 
• Vehicle maintenance (tires, 

brakes, repairs, etc.) 
• Monthly rent and/or property 

payments and maintenance for 
our worship facilities  

• Bibles, tracks and Sunday 
school supplies 

• PC & Media Equipment 
• Gas to help with our weekly 

2

church van runs.  
We praise God and are so 
thankful for all your help and 
support of MMI.  If you’re 
looking for someone to partner 
with in sharing the gospel, 
please consider partnering 
with us! 
 
We invite you to complete and 
return the giving form on the 
last page.  Feel free to make 
copies of it to share with your 
friends, family, co-workers, 
congregations, etc. 
 
Without the support of faithful 
friends like you this mission 

How Can You Help?! 

Your prayers, support and financial assistance 
bless the ministry of the MMI congregations! 

 

Specific Congregational Needs 
Good Shepherd 

Tables & chairs to support 
Sunday school and other 
church activities 

Clothing to share with the 
church and community 

Sunday School & VBS 
Supplies 

Children’s gifts for our 
Christmas celebration. 

Spirit of Joy and 
Spirit of Faith 

Van repairs and fuel 
expenses for the extensive 
travelling Enrique needs to 
do to support 2 churches 

Instruments and sound 
equipment to help replace 
thefts from the Spirit of Joy 
church building 

Children’s gifts for our 
Christmas celebration. 

Family of God 

Financial resources to 
transition into a more formal 
congregational space. 

Instruments and sound 
equipment to assist worship 

Bibles, evangelistic 
materials, & VBS supplies 

Vehicle: brake repairs & tires 

Children’s gifts for our 
Christmas celebration. 
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Prayer Requests 
That the strong work of building our MMI churches within 
Mexico would be blessed by God as our pastors work hard, 
in some of the most difficult situations in the world 
 
That their Biblical witness speak to the hearts of many who 
are lost in the mere traditions of the organized church and 
that they would see the blessings of a powerful relationship 
with Jesus Christ 
 
That their faithful outreach be blessed by your participation 
in their work as well 
 
That our pastors and their congregations be given a new 
sense to share the gift of God in their lives with others they 
meet 
 
That God would strengthen and encourage our pastors and 
their families as they minister in the midst of often minimal 
to no resources in many tasks of their ministry 
 
That all who receive this newsletter would lift up the 
specific needs of each of our congregation and pray that in 
God’s perfect timing those resources would be made 
available to the people and ministries of MMI  

Did you know that you can 
access the most current 
information related to the 
mission and ministry of our MMI 
churches on the MMI website, 
http://lcmc-mmi.org, anytime 
you chose to?  The site is 
periodically updated with the 
latest reports and directions of 
our churches.  You’ll find all the 
information you’d need to keep 
up with what’s happening!   
 
You are encouraged as well to 
provide your email address when 
you visit the website so that 
when an e-newsletter is sent out, 
you could on the list of those 
receiving the most up-to-date 
news about the good things 
happening at Mission Mexico 
International. 


